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Abstract: The phenomenon of terrorism has become a new problem, overall very dangerous for the entire global community, which threatens the security of the countries and their citizens, entails serious moral, economic, social and political consequences, strongly influencing, from the psychological point of view, different segments of population. Thus, it becomes more necessary to frame national and international measures to combat the international terrorism, and hence a deeper research of its theoretical and practical issues is required.
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Since 1989, the international terrorism has made serious threats to the security of world states. In terms of international politics, actions known as: the wave of bombings in France in 1995, riots in Germany, Hamas attacks in Israel, Spain’s ETA or 11 September 2001 terrorist attacks – although they resulted in a series of lessons learnt, and questioned the political significance – were not able to change the will of these countries, but, on the contrary, contributed to their strengthening.
Terrorism cannot really change the political will of a nation unless the choice is made in favour of the interests that tend to ignore the rights of those affected.
The reaction of the international community against terrorism includes a whole range of actions, from military to political, diplomatic and economic ones. The main strategies to combat terrorism, adopted by various states and international security organizations, are necessary and relevant. They acknowledge terrorism’s changing nature and its trend of internationalization, more than that, it has even anticipated the availability of weapons of mass destruction for potential future terrorist attacks. Also, analysts foresee  an  increasing  development of larger terrorist groups acting as national liberation movements, insurgencies or other similar actions (such as the ones in Chechnya, Kosovo, Macedonia, etc.).
A main feature of contemporary terrorism is the increasing number of offenses with cynical and tough enforcements. Increasingly, the victims of terrorism are the people who have no relation to concrete political phenomena, while the terrorists’ deeds extend to acts of violence unaccompanied by political demands and to the lack of accountability for the crimes committed.
The urgency of the issue grows in relation to the fact that different methods of terrorist activity are applied both in the socio-political destabilization and in the pressure on the organs of power or other
political opponents. The actions of terrorist organizations are particularly focused on worsening the situation and destabilization in a region of the world, but also on acquiring power, territorial redistribution, forcibly changing the constitutional system. More often the terrorist organizations have spiritual mentors, have their own ideology and develop strategic objectives, have        complicated organizational structures, benefiting from rich patrons.
Also, the terrorists’ reasons are influenced by the new trends of world development, which are mostly due to the contemporary processes of globalization. The latter have penetrated into all spheres of socio-economic and political life and have extended to various continents and regions. The state and the society become mutually dependent. New media and global communication systems determine the strength and intensity of information flows in the global world, but, nevertheless, reduce the importance of state borders and the traditional means of defending the country from the threat of terrorism. International terrorism is largely conditioned by the processes of globalization, the contradictions of the current stage of the global development and the global economic crises. It is increasingly manifest the accretion trends of the religious, national and political terrorism.
Leaders of the terrorist groups, outside their political, religious, territorial and national goals, also activate to ensure their benefits and have access to power in order to redistribute the material values of the states. Researchers in the field particularly remark the trend of the proliferation of the international terrorism in its various forms of illegal business and collaboration with communities of criminals.
The causes of strengthening the international terrorism derive from the increasing number of terrorist events at the near and the far boundaries of Western civilization; socio-political instability in some countries; the existence of armed conflicts in certain areas; the strategic guidelines of the secret services of some states and international organizations.
In relation to the current set, the development of international and national measures to combat international terrorism has become more processing, and hence a deeper theoretical and practical research of this phenomenon must be put forth.
The main external risk factors to the national security can be generated mainly by the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, of lethal conventional weapons and the development of terrorism, cross-border   organized   crime,   illegal trafficking, illegal migration and massive flows of refugees. Under these circumstances, NATO recognizes that projecting stability has become an imperative of the Euro-Atlantic security with new and more complex meanings, assuming a new safety culture. The fundamental rationale of the Alliance actively promoting the open door policy derives from the need to secure the Euro-Atlantic area in the directions of the origin of the asymmetric threats.
Regional security environment analysis reveals the following types of security threats, which concern equally, the states in the area, and the international community,  with priority to EU and
NATO:
· unresolved conflicts, instability or failure of new forms of state – the instability in the political-military areas has become chronic, already ideal refuges for organized crime groups, mercenaries, Islamic radicals etc. Based on these favorable areas, groups or persons can launch criminal operations, terrorism, with regional risk potential;
· terrorism – the interests of Muslim states and groups to strengthen their presence in the Balkans remains strong. By intensifying the Western effort to limit and even prohibit their activities on their territories, the charity Islamic organizations, some suspected of collecting funds for terrorist organizations, are migrating to South-Eastern Europe. A possible settlement of operational bases of Islamic extremism in the region would pose a direct threat to the European democracies and constitute a major factor of instability in the region.
· resurgence of organized crime -the phenomenon is manifested, mainly, due to weaker authority, the sharp deterioration in economic and social climate, lack of perspective of youth, civil conflict, easy access to firearms and, last but not least, because of the connections of the criminal networks with the sphere of power. The region is crossed by the routes of organized crime, drugs, guns and immigrants, human trafficking, cars that target community states;
· the existence of large arsenals of conventional weapons – the difficulties in ensuring the guarding of military objectives and depots in the regions affected by the extremely serious authority and social crisis, leading to theft, trading illegal arms and military material. Used both in the ex-Yugoslav conflicts and organized crime actions, is a permanent factor of threat to regional stability. Maintaining the long potential conflicts multiplies guerrilla movements which have their logistic support, especially in conventional and insecure arsenals inherited from the corresponding states in the region;
· illegal migration flows -generated by prolonged instability, manifested by a permanent pressure on Western countries, despite the refusal to grant them refugee status.
Law 535/2004 on preventing and combating terrorism is the instrument which created the national legal framework on terrorism. In this law there are circumscribed legal rules which constitute the National System for Prevention and Combating of Terrorism (NSPCT). NSPCT includes all public institutions in Romania, which, in terms of areas of responsibility, must work together to prevent and combat terrorism. The provisions of the law are the mechanism that ensures NSPCT’s working mode, against terrorism, the Supreme Council of the Country’s Defence is the national authority responsible at the strategic level, while at the technical level the Romanian Intelligence Service operates.
It should also be noted that under the provisions of Article 7, to prevent and combat terrorism and similar acts, the authorities and institutions of the NSPCT’s components carry out specific activities, individually or jointly, in accordance with their duties and legal powers and under general provisions of the General Protocol on the Organization and Functioning of the National System for Prevention and Combating of Terrorism, approved by the Supreme Council of the Country’s Defence. In the same vein, the fact remains that the provisions of chapter IV are devoted to establishing the crimes and the misdemeanors in connection with terrorism, according to the 2004 Criminal Code, amended by Title IV, Crimes and Terrorist Crimes.
Another legal instrument, subject to this incidence, is Law no. 260/2005 on the implementation of international sanctions, whose purpose is to establish the modalities governing the implementation by Romania of international sanctions imposed by the United Nations Security Council resolutions, adopted under Chapter VII of the United Nations for maintaining international peace and security and international sanctions or restrictive measures of the European Union adopted by the Common Foreign and Security Policy.
However, the terrorism remains the most dangerous threat to the democracy and is one of the threats against which states must protect its citizens. The challenge is long term and world states still remain vulnerable to terrorism.
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